Supporting People in Kent — Glossary of Terms

Abbreviation or
Term

Description

Accommodation based

The housing related support being delivered is linked to specific properties with a
service. These properties may include self-contained or shared accommodation. It
may also include staff based in an office or a visiting arrangement. Accommodation
based services are also known as “Supported Housing”

Accreditation

This is a regular assessment of a support provider to check if they are able to
provide a good quality Supporting People service

Administering Authority
(AA) or Administering
Local Authority (ALA)

The local authority which receives the Supporting People (SP) grant and administers
contracts for the SP services on behalf of the Commissioning Body

Area-Based Grant
(ABG)

Area Based Grant is a general grant allocated directly to local authorities as
revenue funding to areas. It is allocated according to specific policy criteria rather
than general formulae. Local authorities are free to use the all of this non-ringfenced
funding as they see fit to support the delivery of local, regional and national priorities
in their areas.

Audit Commission

An independent body responsible for ensuring that public money is used
responsibly, economically and effectively

All floating support applications received onto the central waiting list by the
Supporting People team are prioritised or banded according to the needs of the

Banding individual who needs support. There are 3 bands A, B and C and they are
described in the Floating Support protocols
Those individuals who are in highest need of floating support are banded A on the
central waiting list. They include those who
e Are under threat of eviction
Band A o Experiencing domestic abuse or harassment
e Areunder 18
e Sleeping rough, in their first tenancy, setting up a new dwelling or going to
move-on accommodation after a period in an accommodation-based service
o Are vulnerable due to having been institutionalised
Those individuals who are in medium need of floating support are banded B on the
centralised waiting list.
Band B They include those who
¢ Need help managing finances
e Lack parenting skills or life skills
Those individuals who are in lowest need of floating support are banded C on the
Band C central waiting list. They include those who

o Need advocacy, advice and assistance with liaison
e Are unable to maintain themselves or their property

Benchmarking

A comparison of similar services by quality, performance and cost. This is one of the
ways of ensuring the quality of services provided in Kent

A duty on local authorities to assess and review the services they provide for local

Best Value people and improve them by the best means available. This must be done in
consultation with the people who use the services and the wider local community
BME Black and Minority Ethnic

Block Contract

The purchase of support services for more than one person, usually before the
service is delivered

Block Gross Contract

A contract for a support service which is delivered for a short period, i.e. less than
two years. Payments are made for a fixed number of service users. Service users
are not charged for the support.

Block Subsidy Contract

A contract for a support service which is usually long-term or permanent e.g.
sheltered housing. Grant payments to the provider will vary, depending on how

-
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many people receiving the support service qualify for the subsidy at any given time.
Providers tell the SP team on a monthly basis who has moved in and out of their
service, and the subsidy payment is adjusted accordingly. Some service users may
be charged for this service. In Kent there are very few of these contracts, having
largely been replaced by fixed capacity contracts

Capacity

The total number of support packages or accommodation with support units
deliverable at any one time.

Choice Based Lettings
(CBL)

A new system in the allocation of social housing designed to offer more choice and
involvement for customers in selecting a new home. Available social rented housing
is let by being openly advertised, allowing customers to 'bid' or 'register an interest'
in those homes which are advertised widely in the neighbourhood (e.g. in the local
newspaper or on a website).

Client Record Form

Forms used to monitor all new clients who use Supporting People services. The
statistics are then collated by The Centre for Housing Research (CHR) and data is
used to help SP teams identify needs. Details available at
www.spclientrecord.org.uk These are completed by providers each time they take
on a new client. Details such as previous type of accommodation, client group and
ethnicity are recorded so Supporting People teams can monitor who is using the
services. No personally identifying details are recorded

Commissioning Body

The group is made up of representatives from all of the partners involved in
Supporting People, such as Housing, Social Services, Health (PCT) and Probation.
Its role is to strategically direct and scrutinise the programme.

Contract Monitoring

Contract monitoring is the regular process undertaken by Administering Authorities
to ensure that providers comply with the requirements of the contract and are
performing effectively. Contract monitoring is an extremely important process as it
provides regular information to update authorities’ understanding of the quality and
effectiveness of Supporting People services and the Value for Money the
programme achieves. In Kent, much of the contract monitoring is conducted by local
Monitoring and Review (M & R) Officers.

Contract Schedules

These are part of the Supporting People contract and contain details of the services
to be provided in the contract and the cost of each service

Core Strategy
Development Group

This multi agency group provides a strategic steer to the programme and report to
the Commissioning Body. Membership includes provider and service user
representation.

Neighbouring AA's working together to plan and develop policies and services

Cross Authority Group across the arou

(CAG) group

l(j):g\s/,iséi,gzthonty A service designated by the CLG to provide support for service users originating
from another Administering Authority (AA)

CLG Department for Communities and Local Government (formerly the ODPM)

Direct Payment

Direct payments are paid to people who have been assessed as needing help from
social services, and who would like to arrange and pay for their own care and
support services instead of receiving them directly from council commissioned
services. A person must be able to give their consent to getting direct payments and
manage them, even if they need daily help to do this.

DV/DA

Domestic Violence/Domestic Abuse

Eligibility Criteria (EC)

A document that sets out what tasks Supporting People money can pay for and
those it cannot.

Essential Role of
Sheltered Housing
(EROSH)

EROSH is the national consortium for sheltered and retirement housing working on
behalf of residents and providers of these services.
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Fixed Capacity
Contracts

A contract under which the units to be paid Supporting People grant are fixed at a
number agreeable to both the Provider and the Supporting People team. The
number of units relates to housing benefit claimants. The contract changes from a
block subsidy model to a block gross model to assist with budget monitoring and
budget setting for both the Provider and the Supporting People team. The contract
value agreed is subject to review should the amount of units available fall below
10% of the capped amount.

Floating Support

This kind of support is "attached" to the person, not the property and can follow a
service user if they move to another address. It only lasts for as long as the client
needs it and then “floats” away to the next person in need. The service user does
not need to live at a certain address to receive the support.

Floating Support
protocols

This countywide agreement describes how the waiting list for floating support will be
administered.

Foundations

The national co-ordinating body for Home Improvements Agencies (HIA)

Grant Condition

Produced by CLG, these conditions set out how the money paid to the AA is to be
spent and how the programme is to be managed.

Homes and
Communities Agency
(HCA

The Homes and Communities Agency (HCA) is the national housing and
regeneration agency for England, with an annual investment budget of more than
£5bn. The HCA was formed on 1 December 2008 along with the Tenant Services
Authority and is a non-departmental public body, sponsored by Communities and
Local Government (CLG).

Home improvements
Agency (HIA)

An agency which enables vulnerable people to maintain their independence in their
chosen home for the foreseeable future. " Vulnerable people" may include older
people, people on low incomes, disabled people etc.. Their homes would usually be
private rented leasehold or owner occupied.

Housing Benefit (HB)

A means tested benefit paid to council or private tenants who need help paying their
rent

Housing Related
Support (HRS)

Support specifically aimed at helping people to establish themselves, or to stay in
their own homes. Examples of housing related support include helping people learn
to manage their own money, apply for benefits, keep their home secure, access to
other services

Indices of Multiple
Deprivation (IMD)

The Index of Multiple Deprivation 2007 combines a number of indicators, chosen to
cover a range of economic, social and housing issues, into a single deprivation
score for each small area in England. This allows each area to be ranked relative to
one another according to their level of deprivation.

Together these various Indices make up the Indices of Deprivation 2007.

Individual budget

Funding from a variety of sources that is brought together into one bank account. This
allows greater choice and control over many aspects of life e.g. housing, community
care, health, benefits, income, grants etc. The person can choose to use their individual
budget themselves or a third party can manage the funds for them.

KASS Kent Adult Social Services
Large scale voluntary transfers of council housing. This could be to a private
LSVT company or to a registered social landlord.

Managing Agent

A managing agent is an organisation providing housing management services (such
as collecting rent) on behalf of another body, often a Registered Social Landlord
(RSL). The managing agent may also provide the support services.

NHF - National Housing
Federation

The NHF provides advice and support for not-for-profit housing providers. Their
website address is www.housing.org.uk
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Primary Care Trusts
(PCT)

Primary Care Trusts are responsible for planning and providing healthcare services.
In Kent there are 2 PCTs: West Kent, and Eastern and Coastal Kent, both are
partners in the SP programme.

Performance Indicators
(PI's)

Performance statistics submitted to the Supporting People teams by Providers. They
are used as part of contracts and monitoring

Key Performance Indicator 1 (KPI11) measures the percentage of people who have
maintained independence

Key Performance Indicator 2(KPI2)measures the percentage of service users who
have moved on in a planned way from temporary living arrangements

Procurement

The process to obtain materials, supplies and contracts, obtaining best value
through open and fair competition

Quality Assessment
Framework (QAF)

Quality assessment framework. Providers self assess their service against national
objectives (such as consulting service users on how they want the service to be
run). The Supporting People team use the results as part of the benchmarking
process with the aim of continually improving the quality of services in Kent.

Registered Social
Landlord (RSL)

A non profit making voluntary group, generally a housing association, formed to
provide affordable housing

Scheme Manager

A scheme manager is the support worker who manages a housing related support
service. The term is also used to describe the support worker within a sheltered
scheme (may have been termed a ‘warden’ previously).

Service Review

A service review examines the support provided to see if there is a need for it, if it is
good quality support, if it gives value for money and if there needs to be any
changes.

Service Users

The term “service users” is used to refer to people who use Supporting People
services and also to carers and advocates where applicable. It is important that, in
consulting and involving service users, providers also seek the views of carers and
advocates where service users may not be able to participate fully.

Service User
Involvement

The processes and mechanisms by which the AA consults and engages with people
who use the service, or who may use the service and ensures that their views are
reflected in the programme. It is good practice and a grant condition that providers
involve service users.

Sheltered Housing

Housing specifically for older and or disabled people. Includes a block or group of
houses with resident or visiting warden and individual house, bungalow and flats
which receive support from a mobile warden or pendant (emergency) alarm

SPLS

Supporting People Local System. A local authority computer system used to hold
service provider, payment and client details for the Supporting People programme

SERIG

South East Regional Implementation Group

This group comprises the Lead Officers of Supporting People programmes across
the region. They meet to consider issues of national and regional policy and liaise
with CLG

SPkweb

The Supporting People Knowledge website (published by CLG) - this is accessible
to all by logging onto www.spkweb.org.uk The SPkweb contains all the guidance
and related documents on the Supporting People programme

Supported Housing

These are services that provide both accommodation and support together to
enable people to live independently. Examples of supported housing services
include women'’s refuges, sheltered housing and homeless hostels

Stakeholders

People or organisations that form part of the SP programme. Stakeholders share or
contribute to the aim of the SP programme
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Supporting People
Distribution Formula

A formula developed by the CLG to decide how much Supporting People grant each
Administering Authority will be allocated

Supporting People
Grant

Money from the government to pay for the housing related support services under
the Supporting People programme

Supporting People

The programme came into effect on the 1st April 2003 to deliver housing-related
support services to vulnerable people through a single funding stream, administered
by local authorities according to the needs of people in their area

Supporting People Five
Year Strategy

The strategy is a five year plan giving detailed supply and needs mapping
information across the county in relation to the various vulnerable client groups that
the Supporting People programme assists

Support Provider

The organisation providing housing related support services paid for by Supporting
People. Organisation types include registered social landlords, voluntary sector
organisations, local authorities, charities and the private sector

Support Service

A service eligible for funding through Supporting People. This could include advice
on maintaining a tenancy, help with filling in forms, help with keeping
accommodation safe and secure etc.

Tenant Services
Authority (TSA)

The TSA is the regulatory body for social housing. Having formed on 1 December
2008, the TSA took over the regulatory powers of the Housing Corporation.

Tenure neutral

Tenure neutral floating support services means that support can be offered to an
individual regardless of the sort of housing they live in e.g. private rented, social
housing, owner occupied.

Triple Aim

Triple Aim is a concept led by the NHS Institute for Innovation and Improvement. It
is designed to optimise the health system by taking into account three dimensions:
» The experience of the individual

» The health of a defined population

* Per capita cost for the population

NHS Eastern and Coastal Kent have adopted this approach to tackle health
inequalities in two deprived wards in Thanet, Margate Central and Cliftonville West

Total Place

Total Place is a new initiative that looks at how a ‘whole area’ approach to public
services can lead to better services at less cost. It seeks to identify and avoid

overlap and duplication between organisations — delivering a step change in both
service improvement and efficiency at the local level, as well as across Whitehall.

Kent is one of the thirteen local authorities which have been selected as Total Place
Initiative pilots. The aim of the pilots is to develop and test methodologies that will
enable all partners in a 'whole place' simultaneously to deliver improved outcomes
and greater efficiencies across the whole of the public realm.

Workbook

The workbook is completed on a quarterly basis by each service (except community
alarms) under contract with the Supporting People team. It is the means by which
the Supporting People team gathers Performance Indicator information required by
central government

Validation Visit

A reality check by a SP Local Monitoring and Review Officer to a support service to
establish whether the Provider is achieving the standards they are contracted to
deliver. Supporting People team members will also consult with service users and
staff and stakeholders to find out their views of the service. The aim of these visits is
to work with providers to improve the quality of the services in Kent, and for the
findings feed into strategic decision making
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Links

The following links may provide further insight into the programme.

www.communities.gov.uk
www.spkweb.org.uk
www.spdirectory.org.uk/DirectoryServices
www.sitra.org.uk

www.housing.org.uk
www.kent.gov.uk/supportingpeople

Contact the Kent Supporting People team supportingpeopleteam@kent.gov.uk

Please tell us if you think that any other terms or links should be included in this
glossary
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